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leasing the state fishing force to the United States. Charleston county, 
South Carolina, is authorized to levy a special tax to support a naval 
militia. 

Charles Kettleborottgh. 
Indiana Bureau of Legislative Information. 

Legislative Investigations. Arizona. The appointment of three 
commissioners to compile, revise and codify the school laws of the 
state of Arizona was authorized by the last legislature. 1 A legisla- 
tive committee was also provided to investigate the subject of the 
establishment of a state smelter and sampling works and make a 
report to the next Arizona legislature.* 

California. A commission, appointed in 1915 to investigate the 
whole problem of social insurance, filed a report of its findings and 
recommendations with the 1917 legislature. Following this the legis- 
lature of 1917 authorized the appointment by the governor of another 
commission to continue the work and advise the next legislature con- 
cerning the adoption of a system of social insurance. 3 

Connecticut. A commission of public welfare was provided for in 
Connecticut to investigate the advisability of creating an agricul- 
tural and industrial board, old age pensions, health insurance, pas- 
teurization plants, free employment bureaus, cooperative societies 
and pools, experiments and dissemination of information to assist 
farmers and five stock growers, reforestation, loans to assist the pur- 
chase of seed and fertilizer, a state bureau for making rural loans, 
improvements of byways, the extension of telephone and power com- 
panies' facilities in rural districts, hours of labor and minimum wage. 
This commission will report to the next general assembly. 4 

The commission authorized in 1915 to prepare a revision of the 
general statutes of the state was continued. 6 

Delaware. The legislature provided for the creation of a commis- 
sion to study educational conditions and requirements, to unify and 
revise the school laws, and to evolve an improved and more efficient 
system of public instruction for the state. 6 

Another act provided for a drainage commission to suggest legis- 
lation to the next general assembly looking toward the consolidation 

1 Laws, 1917, p. 176. * Laws, 1917, p. 2335. 

1 Laws, 1917, p. 53. ' Laws, 1917, p. 2607. 

« Laws, 1917, p. 468. • Laws, 1917, p. 628. 
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and making uniform of the drainage laws of the state, and particularly 
to investigate the proposition of drainage by county supervision. 7 

A commission on uniform state laws was also authorized. 8 

Florida. The legislature provided for the designation of nine tax- 
payers, representing all industries of the state, to ascertain and re- 
port to the next legislature such information and recommendations as 
will aid in drafting a measure for a better system of taxation. 9 

A special committee on revenues and budget served during the 
last legislative session in investigating the expected revenues of the 
state for the next two years and in making recommendations as to any 
needful changes for placing the appropriations and expenditures of the 
state funds more nearly on a complete budget basis. 10 

The commission appointed in 1915 to investigate the need of a 
state institution for the care of epileptics and feeble-minded in the 
state was continued and required to make a full report to the next 
legislature. 11 

Idaho. A report of a special advisory commission, appointed by 
the Idaho state board of education to work under its direction in re- 
vising the course of study and consider other questions concerning the 
work of the public schools of the state, will be made to the governor 
and legislature by January, 1919. 18 

Illinois. A commission for the study of the conditions of industry 
in which women are engaged, to be known as the Illinois industrial 
survey, was provided for and will report to the governor prior to the 
convening of the next legislature. 13 

The Illinois pension laws commission was renewed, to investigate 
further the operation of all pension laws heretofore enacted in the 
state, to gather all further available information as to the present 
and probable future cost of maintaining the funds created by such 
laws and to collect all further information in regard to the operation 
of similar laws in other states and countries. This commission will 
file its report not later than December 1, 1918. 14 

Another commission authorized was a health insurance commission 
which is to investigate sickness and accident of employees and their 
families (not compensated by workmen's compensation in the state of 

? Laws, 1917, p. 890. " Laws, 1917, p. 343. 

» Laws, 1917, p. 165. " Laws, 1917, p. 436. 

9 Laws, 1917, p. 345. " Laws, 1917, p. 519. 

" Laws, 1917, p. 339. « Laws, 1917, p. 641. 
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Illinois). A full, final report of this commission will be made to the 
general assembly in 1919. 1B 

The mining investigation commission of the state of Illinois was 
renewed by the legislature, to investigate the methods and conditions 
of mining coal in the state with special reference to the safety of human 
lives and property and the conservation of coal deposits. 16 

A commission to revise the primary election laws and election laws 
of the state and report the same to the next general assembly was 
authorized. 17 

During the past session a committee conducted an investigation 
and reported on the problem of the pollution of the waters of Lake 
Michigan. 18 

Maine. The commissioner of agriculture was empowered to make 
a study of the methods and cost of marketing farm products and 
purchasing farm supplies. 19 

Minnesota. In 1916 a special commission was appointed to revise 
and codify the laws of the state relating to children and report recom- 
mendations to the governor. This commission having filed its re- 
port, a special joint committee was appointed by the 1917 legislature 
to consider the recommendations of that commission as well as all 
other bills concerning child welfare. 20 

-An act also was passed providing for the revision and codification 
of the game laws of the state. 21 

Nebraska. The state railway commission was given authority to 
make a special investigation of the problem of car shortage. 22 

Nevada. A committee to investigate and report on the subject of 
marriage and divorce was appointed early in the 1917 legislative ses- 
sion, to present its report to that session if practicable, or if not prac- 
ticable to the next session. 23 

New Jersey. A commission was provided to investigate the condi- 
tions of the penal, reformatory and correctional institutions of the 
state, which will report to the legislature in 1918 the result of its 
research and recommendations thereon. 24 

A commission was authorized to investigate into the conditions of 
institutions of the state which come under the supervision of the de- 

15 Laws, 1917, p. 488. 20 Laws, 1917, p. 874. 

16 Laws, 1917, p. 599. 21 Laws, 1917, p. 763. 
1? Laws, 1917, p. 805. 22 Laws, 1917, p. 635. 

18 Laws, 1917, p. 812. 23 Laws, 1917, p. 479. 

19 Laws, 1917, p. 216. M Laws, 1917, pp. 65, 989. 
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partment of charities and corrections, other than penal, reformatory 
and correctional institutions, and make a report thereon to the next 
legislature. Special attention will be given to ways and means of 
centralizing authority or control over all such institutions, the transfer 
of inmates and all other questions of betterment and improvement. 25 

Provision was made for a commission to investigate and report to 
the 1917 legislature on the subject of the high cost of living. 26 

The judiciary committees of both houses of the legislature are to 
serve as a joint committee to make a survey of questions of public 
interest and to investigate violations of law and the conduct of any 
public official, public body, department, board or commission and 
report to the next legislature the result of its survey together with 
recommendations. 27 

The commission authorized in 1916 to revise and codify the statutes 
of the state relating to cities and other municipalities was continued, 
to revise and codify the statutes relating to counties and other statutes 
relating to governmental functions of all municipalities and to study 
the operation of the bills heretofore reported by said commission. 28 

The commission appointed in 1916 for the investigation of the 
methods employed and the laws which govern the financing of munici- 
pal, school district and county affairs was continued. 29 

A commission to be known as the pension and retirement commis- 
sion to make a survey of the subject of pensions and retirement funds 
for the employees of the various municipal, county and state govern- 
ments was appointed to report to the legislature of 1917 or some future 
legislature. 30 

New Mexico. A commission to investigate the possibilities of the 
reclamation of the Rio Grande valley and cooperate with duly author- 
ized authorities of the federal government and the states of Colorado 
and Texas in performing their duties is required to report to the gov- 
ernor not later than December 31, 1918. 31 

New York. It was provided to continue the work of a joint com- 
mittee of the legislature to investigate and inquire into the report 
of the board of statutory consolidation on the simplification of the 
civil practice in the courts of the state and related matters. 32 

26 Laws, 1917, p. 992. 2 ' Laws, 1917, p. 1000. 

26 Laws, 1917, p. 990. 30 Laws, 1917, p. 1001. 

2? Laws, 1917, p. 996. 31 Laws, 1917, p. 304. 

28 Laws, 1917, p. 997. 32 Laws, 1917, p. 1113. 
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A New York commission acting jointly with a New Jersey commis- 
sion is to investigate port conditions at the port of New York and 
recommend the most effective federal and state legislation which they 
find is needed. 33 

The surface railroad situation in the city of New York is a subject 
of investigation by another commission. 34 

The work of a joint legislative committee first created in 1915 to 
investigate public service commissions was continued. 36 

North Carolina. A joint legislative committee was authorized to 
compile, collate and revise the public statutes of North Carolina by 
the time of meeting of the next general assembly. 38 

A special tax commission was directed to make an investigation of 
the subject of taxation and submit plans of taxation to the next gen- 
eral assembly. 37 

North Dakota. A public welfare commission was created to investi- 
gate the economic, moral and social condition of women and child 
workers in the state. 38 

A special committee to investigate and report on legislation neces- 
sary for the relief of floods was provided. 39 

A boundary drainage commission was authorized to act with simi- 
lar commissions from adjoining states to investigate methods and sys- 
tems of drainage and reclamation on boundary line waters between 
North Dakota and other states and to investigate and report the best 
methods of effecting mutual cooperation between drainage districtis or 
drainage boards of North Dakota and other states. 40 

Ohio. A special commission was provided to conduct an investiga- 
tion on the subjects of health insurance, sickness prevention and old- 
age insurance. 41 

The township laws are to be revised, and recodified by a commis- 
sion appointed for that purpose. 42 Another commission is provided 
to consolidate and codify the ditch laws of Ohio. 43 Still another com- 
mission is to investigate the subject of election laws and revise and 
recodify the election laws of the state. 44 All three of these commissions 
are required to file reports with the governor by January 1, 1918. 

33 Laws, 1917, p. 1325. 3S Laws, 1917, p. 85. 

34 Laws, 1917, p. 2370. " Laws, 1917, p. 98. 
36 Laws, 1917, p. 2497. « Laws, 1917, p. 520. 

36 Laws, 1917, p. 517. « Laws, 1917, p. 772. 

37 Laws, 1917, p. 640. « Laws, 1917, p. 611. 

38 Laws, 1917, p. 245. ** Laws, 1917, p. 778. 
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Oregon. A committee was appointed to investigate the question 
of operating the state industrial accident commission without state 
aid and also of making the workmen's compensation law compulsory. 46 

The state board of control was authorized to appoint a committee 
to visit all private and public institutions of the state having charge 
and control of minors and of dependent, delinquent, incorrigible and 
subnormal children in order to discover the causes and work out 
ameliorative legislation. 46 

A commission to investigate the several offices, boards, commis- 
sions and departments of state as to scope, nature and importance of 
the different branches of the work of each, and make recommendations 
concerning consolidation, economy and efficiency, was provided to 
work during the biennium preceding the next legislative session. 47 

A special committee was authorized to work on an investigation of 
the problem of unemployment and poverty in Oregon. 48 

The justices of the supreme court of Oregon were empowered to 
appoint a commission on law reform to investigate and report to the 
next legislative assembly a plan for the revision and improvement of 
judicial administration, practice and procedure. 49 

Pennsylvania. The appointment of a commission was authorized 
for the investigation of sickness and accidents not compensated by 
workmen's compensation. 60 Another commission was provided to sub- 
mit a revised penal code. 51 The investigation of insurance laws and 
the submission of drafts of legislation is to be undertaken by a special 
commission; 62 and another special commission was appointed to in- 
vestigate prison systems and correctional institutions and to recom- 
mend legislation. 53 The existing banking laws are to be codified by a 
commission authorized for that purpose. 64 

South Dakota. A state survey of the public educational system of 
South Dakota, including all schools and educational institutions sup- 
ported by public funds, was authorized to determine the efficiency of the 
present system. 66 

An investigating committee will report to the next legislature on 
the advisability of building and operating, within or without the 

46 Laws, 1917, p. 940. « Laws, 1917, ch. 358. 

" Laws, 1917, p. 941. 62 Laws, 1917, ch. 417. 

*■> Laws, 1917, p. 958. 4S Laws, 1917, ch. 409. 

48 Laws, 1917, p. 959. " jr jaws> 1917) ch . 416 

49 Laws, 1917, p. 939. « Laws, 1917, p. 307. 
60 Laws, 1917, ch. 414. 
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state, terminal elevators and warehouses owned by the state, and for 
building and operating of state-owned flour mills and state-owned 
packing plants within the state. 56 

A commission authorized to investigate the advisability and prac- 
ticability of state-owned and operated coal mines is to report to the 
next legislature. 57 

Provision was made for a commission to make a complete revision 
of the codes and statutes of South Dakota. 58 

Utah. The water rights commission is to investigate irrigation and 
water right conditions throughout the state and also other states 
with a view to ascertaining what changes in the present irrigation and 
water rights laws of Utah are expedient and desirable. 59 

A special commission will compile and annotate the laws of Utah 
and make such recommendations to the next legislature as it deems 
necessary to improve, harmonize and simplify the laws. 60 

Vermont. A joint judiciary committee was constituted a special 
joint committee to which was referred the report of the commissioner 
appointed in 1915 to prepare and submit a revision of the laws of the 
state. 61 

A commission will consider the matter of a public barge terminal 
at the port of Burlington on Lake Champlain. 63 

Washington. Under an act creating the office of the director of 
farm markets and relating to the production and marketing of farm 
products, that x office is authorized to investigate and report annually 
on the methods of commission merchants, the feasibility of direct 
dealing between producers and consumers through the agency of the 
parcel post and mail order methods, problems of farm labor and 
methods, delays and charges in the transportation of farm products. 63 

West Virginia. Under an act creating in the state department of 
agriculture a bureau of markets, this bureau is required to investigate 
the cost of food production and marketing in all its phases. 64 

Arthur Connors. 

Indiana Bureau of Legislative Information. 

50 Laws, 1917, p. 61. " Laws, 1917, p. 431. 

" Laws, 1917, p. 203. 62 Laws, 1917, p. 439. 

68 Laws, 1917, p. 204. " Laws, 1917, p. 471. 

69 Laws, 1917, p. 108. M Laws, 1917, p. 44. 
60 Laws, 1917, p. 23. 



